A week ago The Independent online broke the story (poo-pooed in the US MSM) that the Bush
administration and our viceroy in Iraq were negotiating a then secret agreement with the
Iragis which would allow Bush to “declare a military victory in Iraq and say his 2003 invasion
has been vindicated before he leaves office.” Here is an excerpt from today'’s follow-up,
which details modifications to the agreement meant to molify an increasingly restive Maliki
government:

The agreement is being negotiated by David Satterfield, the US State Department’s top
adviser on Iraq, who still maintains it can be initialled by a July deadline which Mr Bush set
Iastlyear last year. “It’s doable,” he told reporters in Baghdad. “We think it's an achievable
goal.”

At a news conference, Mr Satterfield kept repeating that the US wants only to create a more
independent Iraq. “We want to see Iraqi sovereignty strengthened, not weakened,” he said.
But Iragis say that US demands for long-term military bases in the country even if the
numbers are reduced, give the lie to that assertion.

US negotiatiors are also determined to maintain policies that allow them to arrest Iraqis
without the approval of Iraqgi courts, maintaining immunity for US troops and contractors from
Iraqi prosecution and carrying out military operations without the Iragi government’s
knowledge or approval.

Washington also wants to retain control over Iraqi airspace and the right to refuel planes in
the air, which has raised concerns that President Bush wants to have the option of using Iraq
as a base to attack Iran.

Bush forced to rethink plan to keep Iraq bases - Americas, World - The Independent

Is it just me, or is this guy up for the George Orwell Public Speaking award?
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